Richelieu                         [1617-

Richelieu and Luines there was some formal pre-
tence of friendship, but the King's favourite dis-
trusted both the capacity and the character of the
ambitious bishop, and had no desire to see his
influence increased by the great dignity of the car-
dinalate. Richelieu was ungrateful to him, so he
told the papal nuncio, and he desired that his pro-
motion should be indefinitely postponed. Even in
this expression of his wish the favourite showed his
fear of the aspiring bishop; he insisted on profound
secrecy, and said that Richelieu would at once stir
up new insurrections if he suspected opposition to
his advancement. After Luines's death, Louis told
Richelieu that probably he would never have re-
ceived a cardinal's hat had the constable lived. It
is most unlikely that he would have received the
promotion if Luines had both lived and continued
in power, but it is doubtful if a man of no more
ability than the royal falconer could permanently
have kept out of office a person of Richelieu's skill
in intrigue.

Luines held his power until his death, yet it is
not sure, had his life been spared, that he could have
much longer retained it. His favour was less odious
to the community than that of Concini, but the
difference was chiefly due to the fact that one was a
foreigner and the other a Frenchman. In eagerness
for gain, Luines in no way yielded to his predeces-
sor; in a few years he accumulated an enormous
estate, and he founded one of the great families of
the French nobility. However successful in heap-
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